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AUGUST 17, 2018

House of Representatives

Extension of Remarks
The Honorable Mike Doyle

National Health Center Week

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize National
Health Center Week and commend Community
Health Centers for their important role in
America’s health care system.

For over 50 years. Community Health Centers
have  provided  high-quality. affordable,
comprehensive primary and preventive health
care in our nation’s underserved communities.
delivering value to. and having a significant
impact on. our health care system.

Today. Community Health Centers serve as
primary care for more than 27 million Americans
in rural and urban areas. Often. these Health
Centers are the only accessible and dependable
source of primary care in their communities. In
Pennsylvania. Community Health Centers serve
more than 800.000 patients at more than 300 sites
every year. In Pittsburgh alone. there are seven
different Health Center organizations that serve
over 44,000 patients at 33 delivery sites. including
mobile health clinics. These Health Centers
provide access to a variety of primary care
services such as vision, oral, and behavioral
health. as well as preventative care services for
chronic illnesses such as diabetes. asthma, heart
and lung disease. cancer. and HIV/AIDS.

Community Health Centers also help the
American economy by generating $24 billion in
savings for our health care system annually. Their
facilities offer care for patients outside of the
emergency rooms and hospitals which place a

greater financial burden on our health care
system. Health Centers also generate $45.6 billion
in economic impact in areas with slower
economic growth and employ more than 200.000
physicians, nurses, and staff across the country.

Congress has spent a great part of the past year
debating the future of our nation’s health care
system. Despite uncertainty about the Affordable
Care Act and instability surrounding our health
care markets. Community Health Centers have
remained a core source of care for low-income
Americans and underserved populations. It is with
their help that we can make affordable, high-
quality healthcare accessible for all Americans
regardless of geography. income. and insurance
status. It is also with their help that we will
overcome our nation’s most pressing health crises
such as the opioid epidemic. public health threats.
and care for veterans.

1 encourage all Americans to observe National
Health Center Week by visiting their local Health
Centers. learning about their services. and
thanking the Health Center staff in their
communities.

I believe the best way to recognize National
Health Center Week is to support full funding for
Community Health Centers and to advocate for
programs which help patients to access their
services. I will continue to support Community
Health Centers and I hope my colleagues will join
me.
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PROCLAMATION.

NATIONAL HEALTH CENTER WEEK
August 12~ 18, 2018

WHEREAS, for more than 50 years, America’s community health centers have
delivered high quality, cost effective, and accessible primary and preventative care (0 all
Individuals regardiess of thei ability o pay; and

WHEREAS, health centers are located in medically underserved areas and are
locally controlled by patient-majoriy boards, making cach health center responsive to the
needs of the specfic communi i serves; ane

WHEREAS, the country's more than 9,000 health centers serve as a health care
lome for more than 24 million individuals, or one in every fourteen people living in the
United States; and.

WHEREAS, health centers offer patientfocused, coordinated health care -
i that familes i where and when they need

i; and

WHEREAS, health centers emplay more than 11,200 physicians and more than
9,000 nurse pracitioners, physician assistants, and certified nurse midwives, along with
social workers, case managers, and communiy. health workers, as part of a multi-
disciplinary clinical team designed 10 treat the whole patient, coordinating care and
managing chronic. discase, while reducing unnecessary and wasteful use of heaith
resources; an

WHEREAS, as locally b 5

bilions of i n's
deprived communities; and

WHEREAS, the health center model continues o prove an effective means of
overcoming barrirs to access,including geography, income, and insurance status, and, in
ooz system costs; and

WHEREAS,

the health care homes in hey serve,
s translated into the realty of care; an:

WHEREAS, NATIONAL HEALTH CENTER WEEK offers the opportunity o
America’s health centers, thelr staff, board members, and all those respomsible
Jfor the continued success and growth of the program since is creation over S0 ears ago.

recogni

HEREFORE, 1, Tom Wolf, Governor of the Commonweallh of Pennsyfvania, do
ereby proclaim August 12~ 18, 2018, as NATIONAL HEALTI CENTER WEER, 1 urge

beteen America’s health centers and the communitis they serve.

GIVEN under my hand and the Seal of the
Governor, at the City of Harrisburg, on this
thirteth day of July two thousand elghteen, the
year of the commonwealth the two hundred
Sforty-third.

Tont
ToM WOLF,
Gorernor
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